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jurisdiction to the Vicar Apostolic of Varapuzha. the King of Portugal questioned the right of the I and this led to serious disputes. The abolition o smaller seminaries by Archbishop Bernardin of ^ puzha, and his refusal to ordain candidates for ! Orders trained in these seminaries by the Malpai teacher-priests, caused much, discontent among the S' Christians, and, in 1856, a large section of the Sy applied to the Catholic Chaklsean Patriarch of Bat for a Chaldsean Bishop. This was readily respond* by the Patriarch, who, though under the Pope, the that he. had a prescriptive right to supremacy ove Malabar Christians. Bishop Roccos was sent o Malabar in 1861, and though, owing to the char, novelty, a large section of the Christians at once j( him, a strong minority questioned his authority, referred the matter to the Pope. Bishop Roccos recalled, and the Patriarch was warned by the against further interference.
Subsequently, the Patriarch, again acting on notion that he had independent jurisdiction ovei Chaldaean Syrian church of Malabar, sent out B: Mellus to Cochin. The arrival of this Bishop in created a distinct split among the Christians of Tri one faction acknowledging the supremacy of the ] and the other following the lead of Bishop Mellus. open rupture had involved the two factions in a c litigation. The adherents of Bishop Mellus coi that their church, ever since its foundation in 181 1812, has followed the practice, ritual, and commi of the Chaldsean church of Babylon, without having been in communion with Rome. The matter is judice. They are now known by the name of Chal Syrians. The Pope, in the meanwhile, excommuni